Small group study
The Book of Nehemiah

Session 3: Planning for Success

Read the Passage:
Nehemiah 2:9-20

So | went to the governors of Trans-Euphrates and gave them the king’s letters. The king
had also sent army officers and cavalry with me.

0\When Sanballat the Horonite and Tobiah the Ammonite official heard about this, they
were very much disturbed that someone had come to promote the welfare of the
Israelites.

11| went to Jerusalem, and after staying there three days 2| set out during the night
with a few others. | had not told anyone what my God had put in my heart to do for
Jerusalem. There were no mounts with me except the one | was riding on.

13By night | went out through the Valley Gate toward the Jackal®! Well and the Dung
Gate, examining the walls of Jerusalem, which had been broken down, and its gates,
which had been destroyed by fire. 1*Then | moved on toward the Fountain Gate and the
King’s Pool, but there was not enough room for my mount to get through; *so | went
up the valley by night, examining the wall. Finally, | turned back and reentered through
the Valley Gate. ® The officials did not know where | had gone or what | was doing,
because as yet | had said nothing to the Jews or the priests or nobles or officials or any
others who would be doing the work.

7 Then | said to them, “You see the trouble we are in: Jerusalem lies in ruins, and its
gates have been burned with fire. Come, let us rebuild the wall of Jerusalem, and we will
no longer be in disgrace.” 81 also told them about the gracious hand of my God on

me and what the king had said to me.

They replied, “Let us start rebuilding.” So they began this good work.



19But when Sanballat the Horonite, Tobiah the Ammonite official and Geshem the Arab
heard about it, they mocked and ridiculed us. “What is this you are doing?” they asked.
“Are you rebelling against the king?”

20| answered them by saying, “The God of heaven will give us success. We his servants
will start rebuilding, but as for you, you have no share in Jerusalem or any claim or
historic right to it.”

Background on the story

This is Nehemiah’s first opportunity to see the devastation, with that he survey what
needed to be done and did not share with anyone but began to take action of what
need to be accomplished. He new God was going to give them success.

Today we are going to look at what Nehemiah’s faith that God gave him to successfully
rebuild the walls even with mockers around him.

Opening Statement

Today’s session we will see how vision becomes reality when we step out in faith. We
will also see how planning and preparation gives us a response to critical individuals and
discouraging circumstances.

Supporting points

1. | went to Jerusalem, and after staying there three days 1?1 set out during the
night with a few others. | had not told anyone what my God had put in my heart
to do for Jerusalem.

-Why did Nehemiah keep the vision to himself?

-Have you ever had to wait for the right time that God has put on your heart?



2. 3By night | went out through the Valley Gate toward the Jackal'® Well and the
Dung Gate, examining the walls of Jerusalem, which had been broken down, and
its gates, which had been destroyed by fire. 1* Then | moved on toward the
Fountain Gate and the King’s Pool, but there was not enough room for my mount
to get through; ®so | went up the valley by night, examining the wall. Finally, |
turned back and reentered through the Valley Gate.

-What was the importance of Nehemiah’s inspection of the wall?

-Why is it important for us to have honest evaluation of situations we may be in?

3. Then | said to them, “You see the trouble we are in: Jerusalem lies in ruins, and its
gates have been burned with fire. Come, let us rebuild the wall of Jerusalem, and
we will no longer be in disgrace.” 81 also told them about the gracious hand of
my God on me and what the king had said to me.

They replied, “Let us start rebuilding.” So they began this good work.

-Why was it important for Nehemiah to gather and unite everyone around the
vision to rebuild the walls?

-Why is it so important for us to include others and not face life’s difficulties
alone?

Conclusion

In our session what would you say the big take away is?

Close in prayer



